Urban Greening Meeting, York Road, 18/1/12

Present:        Shiona, Rachel T, Taran, Sarah, Jon, Chris, Simon, Mike, Carol, Sue, Rachel CT.

1. Street Orchard

Fruit trees can be planted in areas of Montpelier with the aim of maintaining a network with no tree beyond 50m of its nearest neighbour. This was because the trees were not self-pollinating and thus need to have close neighbour(s) to be successful.

2 areas (for 6 trees) had been identified East/West Grove and the top of Richmond Road.  More gardens were sought for planting the 20 trees that the grant allowed. Plantings needed to occur by the end of Feb. 

3 different sizes of tree were available of various varieties. If espaliers were available, some members (including Jon & Simon) would be able to plant them. They might also be suitable for station Alley – Shiona to bid for these separately as for a public space. 

In order to identify further addresses for planting and to identify the location of existing trees, various approaches were considered (knocking on doors, email Urban Greening Members, chain email, Google Earth, Jon Rogers’ communiques). Agreed to initially try UG members and then door knock (focusing on 3 streets) armed with a simple form to fill in (i.e. one that could be left if no one was in. 20th Feb for door knock if needed.

The Forest of Avon will support with subsidised trees, delivery and planting instructions for a payment of £500.

Lavender plants could also be offered to gardens with trees, or their neighbours, to encourage pollinators, using UG funds to cover.

2. Veg Grow Bags

Group voted to allocate £100 of Edible Montpelier grant to Sarah and Rachel to work with.  Sarah to install growbags in Sussex Place, Rachel T to install growbags in the Richmond Road dogleg, with support from Shiona.  Both to recruit neighbours.

Shiona has contacts for compost and other materials. Seeds were provided that could be used. Other seeds (beans etc) may be available from other members.

3. Edible planters (wooden)

It was agreed to split the budget between a number of small planters and at least one bigger. Only a few locations had been identified for smaller planters (i.e. Rosa Parks Lane? ). It was pointed out that stakes should not be driven deep into the ground as there may be cables etc underneath. The larger planter could be placed at the top of Brook Hill, where it would also serve to control traffic by preventing parking on the corners and blocking of sightlines.  Mike to canvas neighbour views and work with Shiona to initiate BCC approval.  Neighbours to water. 

Shiona & Taran to check time of Edible Montpelier grant spend. 

Window Boxes were an alternative that might be acceptable to the funders (Bristol Green Capital).

4. Other Planters etc.

Besides the new planters it was important to maintain existing planters and other planted areas. Planters are situated on Picton Square/Precinct, Station Path and Montpelier Park. York Road (Thali) also has, but this being managed by near neighbours and not installed by UG.

Picton Square needing remedial work – repair/reposition planters to block illegal car traffic and improve cycling safety, clean graffiti, tidy planting.  Workday agreed for Saturday 4 February.

Seeds were provided for members to raise seedlings for the planting areas (e.g. kale, tomatoes, sunflowers, lettuce) , but also for sale items (e.g. tomatoes).  Some courgette seeds were also needed; Shiona to buy, and to see if further seed donations possible from BBC publications.

5. Miscellaneous

The UG stall at the Christmas Fayre had  made over £58 putting the balance in the black for the first time to £40 – thanks to those hosting the stall and baking the cakes.

The Fayre as a whole had raised £2050 for the Children’s Hospice (well done Simon).

It was also thought important that Lucy and Sal were kept informed as key founder members, particularly as they are likely to want to contribute if time allows. 

The tree for Cobourg Road was still being planned, but needs to be done this financial year or the Neighbourhood Partnership grant will lapse.

A tree was still also planned for Picton Square which (along with bollards) would stop traffic crossing this area. However, some concern was raised that there had been little consultation and that the tree might block the stage for future Fayres.  Shiona to chase TreeBristol on progress and likely positioning, to allow repositioning of planters at workday if possible.

An objection had been raised to Health Centre plans to remove a planting area to make room for bike storage, rather than use some of the car park space.

Letters of support were required by the next day – Shiona to circulate details.

Jon Rogers might be able to source funds for additional growing schemes.

Ashley Neighbourhood Partnership was next meeting on Monday 23 January at the Unitary Chapel, Brunswick Sq.

There was going to be a MayDay event in Montpelier on May 5. Possible fundraising opportunity and/or planting event.

Next work party Sat 4 Feb to tidy up Picton Square – meet 3pm outside Bell's Diner.   

Thanks to Sue for hosting the meeting.

