
Urban greening   8/02/11

Present: Claire, Rachel, Lucy, Sally, Jon, Ingrid, Chris, Shiona, Simon

Trees:



Overview of the planting day


Agreed that the day was very successful.  A great energy and response from the local community.  Post Christmas people  probably had a bit more time to spare and the free trees were an extra incentive to help out and give something back.


The stall did a roaring trade on cakes but the plants weren’t quite as successful; probably time of year.  


Idea of selling seedlings at local shops suggested.  Someone would need to take responsibility for care of plants. Possible venues - Ashley Store (Ingrid to investigate) and Radford Mill (Shiona to investigate)


Most trees collected on the day but it was noted that those people who approached us for trees were more proactive than those who had signed up for trees through door-knocking, despite personal and telephone reminders from Claudia.


530 trees/shrubs all planted in Montpelier this winter!! 

Next steps

The Council has agreed to the planting of trees on Council land. The trees need to be 3-4 metres high and the planting has to be done to certain specifications by TreeBristol.

The Big Tree Plant lottery grant to fund this, along with street orchards - deadline 15th March.                                                                                               

We need approx 20 - 25 trees for Montpelier sites at a cost of £170-£2000 each. Possibility of £6000 -£10000 grant.

Street Orchard Planting - David and Sue are looking into this.  The idea is to recruit people to have fruit trees in their gardens. The non-self fertile variety planting in clusters so that they pollinate each other. Aim to plant 50 per year. A long term project.

The option of applying for funding through Transition Montpelier was discussed, using their existing constitution and new bank account.  Any potential funding payment from Big Tree Plant to go straight to the Forest of Avon Trust or TreeBristol, who would act as our accountable body.

Finances:


Current financial  status



Now only £200 in debt thanks to fundraising/cakes etc!


Grants and potential funding


The Park lottery grant - £3,500 sustainability grant.


Within this there is a small allocation of £50 -£100 for Urban Greening for 


refreshments for workshops, and a community gardening toolkit.


Kerry is setting up a project with the BBC in Central Bristol and there is the 
possibility of Urban Greening running a workshop to advise other groups with a 
possible donation in return.


BTCV – possible start-up grant of about £50


Neighbourhood Partnerships – possible £300 for tree planting. This could then be used as leverage for the larger lottery grant.


We have enough money coming in to break even but still need cake sales and grants to be successful.


Suggestion - organising a rota for selling plants each week on Picton Square.

Window box Gardens:


A new project with potential £500 funding from the NHS.


The idea is to hold workshops over the Arts Trail weekend (7/8th May) to build 
window boxes. The priority is to low income/no outside spaces houses or 
people with now growing experience.


Discussed the difficulty of wording the publicity to show this priority.


Possible wording on posters - Boxes £10 each or free to those with NHS 
exemption 
card.

New Projects:


The are plans to hold a variety of workshops in the park - gardening (Sally and 
John), music, art, tai chi etc.  Potential for selling seedlings/cakes at each of 
these.


Other potential selling dates - 26th March (Park launch day )





           - 7/8th May (Arts Trail weekend)


Agreed that we should fix a day every month for community gardening days (or possibly once a fortnight) and have a presence in Picton Sq selling cakes and directing people to the park.


Regular workday - 1st Saturday every month 11 am


Agreed that we should advertise these workdays in the Park Events programme. Also put up notices in local schools.


The park workdays will not just focus on the park but we can use the park as a 
gathering place and then feed off into other areas.



Get Growing Open Day - 11th June  


Sally has heard from the Bristol Food Network about a day they are organising  
showcase Bristol’s many growing groups.


Agreed that we should take part but could be kept fairly simple, just showing


what we are up to. 


Times - 10am - 2pm


Ideas include a seedling swap - maybe some early veg aswell (salads, new 
potatoes, peas).  Use the park as a hub.


Sally to reply.

Existing Projects:


Scrapstore


They have asked for advice on growing climbers - Sue/Rachel to advise.


Kwikfit


Will need general maintenance - clearing weeds etc from around hedges.


Rainbow Bridge


Needs someone to take charge.


Fairlawn


The verge may be passed over to the Council; planning permission decision due any day.


Possibility for fruit tree planting.


Mary Bright in charge of this project.


Cobourg Rd


Add to lottery application?


Need to resolve traffic management issues first.


Road markings are to be extended.


Looking at possibility of communal bins.


More likely to be a location for shrub planting than trees to keep sightlines 
clear.


Park


Possibility of edible planting on between the new football pitch and the St Andrews Rd wall.


Station Rd


Agreed it would be sensible to link the park beds and Station rd, combine 
workdays and arrange a planting plan for both areas.


Agreed that we need a core of perennials (lavender, blackcurrants etc) for 
both venues and then plant annuals in amongst them.


Perennials expensive so could send out appeal for specific plants. 


Suggestion of asking people to look after seedlings and then bring them back to plant out.


Use the park launch day to sow seeds etc.


Sally, John and Lucy to organise planting plan.

Next meeting:   Organising contribution to launch of park on the 26th March

17th March  -   8pm at Shiona’s


