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Feast of fun
at harvest
with a twist

Suzanne Savill
s.savill@bepp.co.uk

THE traditional harvest
festival has been given a
modern urban twist.

In addition to the usual array
of recently gathered food,
people in Montpelier also
dressed up in outfits with a
harvest theme – and even wore
letters spelling out the word
‘organic’.

They were taking part in
Montpelier Bean Feast, a
revival of an 18th century fest-

ival described in an historical
account as a “famous event at
which a mock mayor, sheriff
and other civic dignitaries were
solemnly elected and much ale
was drunk by the delighted
spectators”.

The 21st century revival of
the event, which was held in
Montpelier Park, retained the

election of mock dignitaries,
with a Mayor and Queen Bean
of Montpelier being chosen,

Other attractions included a
produce exchange, live music,
craft workshops, stalls with
homemade goods, a bean

cook-off between local chefs, tea
and cakes, and advice on saving
energy and home improve-
ments.

“Above all it has been about
celebrating what Montpelier
has to offer, and neighbours get-

ting to know each other,” said
Sally Jenkins one of the local
volunteers who helped to
organise the free event.

The hundreds of people who
attended Montpelier Bean
Feast also got a chance to see

plans showing improvements
that will get underway on
wasteground at the rear of the
park next month, following
three years of campaigning and
fundraising by the local com-
munity.

Organic show: The word organic is spelled out by people wearing costumes at the Montpelier Bean Feast
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