 

53 Ashley Road

Bristol

BS6 5NJ

18 February 2010

cc PC Simon Humphrey, Montpelier Beat Manager

     Stephen Williams, MP

     Transition Montpelier website

Dear Jon

Chronic Underfunding of Montpelier’s Parks

We attach photographs of Montpelier’s green spaces.  We hope you will agree that this state of disrepair is something that is to be abhorred in a Council-run park, let alone both parks that serve Montpelier, one of the most densely populated and least green areas of the city.  We are writing to you for help in penetrating the Parks Department.  

As you may know, Montpelier Park is now very close to securing £120,000 of external funding for its regeneration, and thanks to your earlier involvement, also secured £47,000 from s106 funds.  This will bring us almost half way to our target of £350k.

Whilst our external funding bids have been successful so far, we are about to run out of options for that route, as most funders require the land to be owned by the council. This has unfortunately not turned out to be the case in Montpelier Park, where a tract across the middle is apparently owned by a third party, who have not tended it for 9 years.  If a further 3 years elapses without maintenance, BCC can apparently claim ownership.

Vicki Abel from the Parks Department has been working closely and supportively with us to develop plans and funding bids, and she has informed us that BCC is willing to risk spending money to update the park on the areas it doesn't own. This is clearly an excellent principle to have in place; however, no funds have been forthcoming.  Paul Manton informed us a year ago that Parks budgets were frozen until the Area Green Space Plan has been agreed; however, the AGSP has been put back approximately 18 months and now apparently won't even go to consultation until June.

Likewise, Albany Green raised £50k of Lottery funding to improve facilities in the space to directly reflect residents’ concerns and needs.  They were explicitly told by BCC to avoid improving the childrens’ playground, which continues to rot and act as a magnet for anti-social behaviour. Our local PCSOs have confirmed that ASB has decreased since the improvements delivered by the community, so we know that regeneration works to deter criminality.  We now need to reduce opportunities for ASB further by acting on the dreadful state of the children’s play area. All improvements at Albany Green that have benefited the community have had little or no involvement from BCC, and we feel it is time they fulfil their responsibility to this community.
Albany Green were informed that s106 money may be available from the Ashley Court Hotel, (or perhaps the Old Bakery development on Brook Road), or that former ‘housing land play area’ funding would be used to fund the new play area and replace surfaces with greener surface.  And then, like Montpelier Park Group, they were informed that Park budgets were on hold until the AGSP was complete and no new projects would take place.  
Whatever the timescale or outcome of the AGSP, Rob McGovern has told us that the content of plans for Montpelier Park and Albany Green are aligned with the AGSP improvement plans. Given that both groups have completed numerous community consultations and drawn up advanced designs for the spaces, we see absolutely no need to wait for the AGSP to complete before BCC releases funds.  The Montpelier community has been extremely patient with the Parks Department, but we now believe we are being ignored.  Work is already underway in St Andrews Park and is about to start in St Agnes Park; clearly, the ‘frozen budgets’ have managed to thaw for these areas for some reason.  

We are also aware that ‘destination’ parks are receiving priority funding, and we understand the arguments for this.  However, for the communities around them, we would argue that all parks are destinations and act as a ‘heart’ of the area.  The current state of Montpelier’s parks simply does not align with the strength of community here.

We don't feel it is reasonable for BCC to continue stalling; the National Lottery, Home Office, Biffaward and all believe in our projects sufficiently to back them with significant grants.  BCC now needs to step up and commit funding too, in an area with precious few green spaces, where very little council money has been spent to date. 

What little green space we have must be turned around from centres of anti-social behaviour, to the public resources they ought to be.  It should not be all down to the community of Montpelier to secure funds - we believe the Council has an obligation to release money too.

If you can help us secure Park budget, further s106, or Housing funding, we would be very grateful.  It will not be sufficient to hear the Parks department provide further excuses – we have had a changing string of these for nearly two years.

Many thanks,

Shiona MacPherson


Ben Barker

Montpelier Park Group

Albany Green Residents Group

Montpelier Park, 18/02/10
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Albany Green, 18/02/10
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