Green Spaces Group: Transition Montpelier meeting, 10 February 2010
We discussed 2 main areas: Quicker Wins and Big Things.

Quicker Wins

1.  Montpelier Mapping Day, where we attract local volunteers to walk the streets and map potential sites for 'greening'.  These would include small verges, unused gardens, abandoned lots, street corners etc.

This leads on to identifying ownership of each site, and establishing contact, where relevant.  We also agreed the need to ensure that the planting chosen is appropriate to each site, that a mix of planting is planned (eg vegetables, herbs, trees and wildflower habitats), and that planting is chosen with maintenance in mind.

Two specific sites were identified as obvious candidates: the verge opposite the platform at Montpelier Station, and Rosa Parks Lane along the back of St Barnabas School's playing field.  We agreed that the mapping exercise would help us identify general areas with a number of 'do-able' sites to concentrate on first, and these two may well be part of them.

ACTION: Pete to source maps for plotting onto

ACTION: Lucy to investigate planting types and sites

ACTION: Will to investigate Todmorden example and identify lessons for us

ACTION: Clare & Natalie to produce a Crime Map of Montpelier to identify ASB areas as priority for 'greening'

ACTION:  Shiona to find out grass-cutting and weed-killing schedules from Council to stop them on 'greened' sites.

ACTION: Claudia and David to photograph the project and produce blog to track our efforts. (David expressed an interest in googlemapping the project: perhaps this could be done as part of a blog?)

2. Green Roof Workshop
We all agreed that green roofing could play a significant part in reducing local carbon footprints, and are keen to learn more about the principles and practical steps involved.  This could take the form of a workshop or lecture, or identifying local experts who may be able to share their skills with the wider community. 

ACTION: Sue to investigate current knowledge / advice / expertise

3. Community Gardening Team
 'Greening' Montpelier will depend on volunteers willing to plant, prune and tend, and both the Albany Green and Montpelier Park consultations revealed a significant number of people interested in forming a volunteer team.

ACTION: Shiona to advertise next meeting locally to attract potential 'team' members

We also discussed Sevier Street/ St Werburghs corridor and the possibility of planting an avenue of trees.  It was thought that another group may be/have been working on this in St Werburghs, so we need to find out more here. 

Our Bigger Wins conversation centred around lobbying to acquire land for a NEW park in the area, and changing planning policy to require green space as part of any new development across the city.  Parts of the Westmoreland House site, or the triangle at the end of Picton St are obvious examples.  We discussed the challenges of this given the nature of housing pressure on the council, current planning policy, and developer priorities.  We felt the fact that Jon Rogers is our councillor presented a significant opportunity, given his new roles on the council executive, and the fact that both Montpelier’s existing parks, Albany Green and Montpelier Park, are both built on land that was once partly housing.

It was also clear that there are links with the Energy and Food groups, and that we can work together towards a shared plan for Montpelier.

Post-script: after the meeting, it became clear that there is significant overlap between the Food and Green Spaces groups, and Sally and I propose joining forces for the moment to maximise what we can initially achieve. We will suggest this at the next meeting to see what everyone thinks. 

